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SHAKESPEARE, William (1564-1616). For more than 350 years, 
William Shakespeare has been the world's most popular playwright. On 
the stage, in the movies, and on television his plays are watched by vast 
audiences. People read his plays again and again for pleasure. Students 
reading his plays for the first time are delighted by what they find.
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    The Winter’s Tale
 

1- Pre-reading:

a- Have you ever been to Sicily? 
b- Have you ever been unfair to your friends?   
c- What do people do to go to prison?  

2- During reading:

What do the following sentences indicate:
a- “Leontes  changed  into a wild and cruel creature.”
b- “Leontes asked the oracle if his queen had been unfaithful to 
     him.”
c- “The gifts which Perdita expected were locked up in my heart.”   
d- “Everything she did or said seemed too noble for this place.”
e- “Paulina was torn between sorrow and joy.”

3- After reading:

A- Choose the right answer from a, b, or c:
1- Leontes was the king of ……….......…………… .
     a) England                     b) Sicilia                        c) Denmark
2- Leontes ordered Camillo to ……….......…………… .  
     a) poison Polixenes       b) poison Antigonus     c) kill himself
3- Leontes …….......……… in order to prove his accusations 
    against Hermione. 
     a) threatened to kill her child        b) ordered a trial by jury                                   
     c) sent messengers to the Oracle  
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4- Upon Camillo's advice, Perdita and Florizel ………………... .
  a) begged Polixenes for forgiveness.       b) took a ship to Sicily.                                            
  c) got married forgiveness.    
5- The play ended with ……….......…………… . 
  a) Hermione being found alive, living in Paulina's house.                   
  b) Hermione's statue being unveiled.              
  c) Hermione's statue coming to life.      

B- Read the sentences and correct the mistakes:
a- Camillo was the King of Sicily.  
b- Leontes gentle words persuaded Polixenes to stay.
c- Paulina took the child to the forest.
d- Cleomenes fell in love with Perdita.
e- Hermione was dead.

C- Answer the following questions:
1- What was Leontes trying to convince Polixenes with?
2- What did Leontes suspect?
3- How was Hermione's innocence revealed?
4- How was Antigonus killed?
5- Who raised Perdita? Did she know that she was a princess?
6- Where was Hermione hiding? Why?
7- Summarise the end of the story, then suggest another ending.

MORE TALES
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D- Write ( T ) for True and ( F ) for False:
1- Polixenes and Leontes were enemies.                          (          )
2- Camillo helped Polixenes escape .                   (          )
3- Polixenes and Camillo changed their appearance.     (          )
4- Prince Florizel called Perdita disrespectful  words.   (          ) 
5- Polixenes forgave his friend Leontes for his unfair
     jealousy.                                                                        (          )    

E- Re-arrange the incidents:
1- Polixenes agreed to the marriage of Florizel and
    Perdita.
2- Antigonus left Leontes child at Polixenes’s
    kingdom.
3- Leontes ordered Camillo to poison Polixenes.
4- Dead Hermione came back to life. 
5- The Oracle declared Hermione not guilty.  
6- Leontes sent Hermione to prison. 

The Winter’s Tale
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F- Fill in the gaps using the following words:
grief - obsessed - accused - destruction - honest - came - childhood

     Leontes , the King of Sicilia, and the ……………… friend of the  
King Polixenes was ………....…… by jealousy, which convinced him 
that  his wife, Hermione , was unfaithful. This jealousy led to the 
……………......…of his family. Hermione, the …….……..…… and 
beautiful Queen of Sicilia was mistakenly …......………………… of 
infidelity by her husband, Leontes. She apparently died of  ……..…… 
just after being declared not guilty by the Oracle of Delphi, but  
………………………… to life at the end of the play.

An interactive literature class
1- Discuss the role of women in the play.
2- What is Camillo’s function in the play?
3- Compare between Leontes and Polixenes.
4- What possible explanation can you give for Leontes’s sudden 
     feelings of jealousy?  
5- Choose two characters that have symbolic functions in the play. 
    Support your answer with examples.
6- Did you like the character of Hermione? Why?
7- The Winter’s Tale examines the nature of male friendship. 
     Discuss.

MORE TALES
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Story Mountain Planner

A story mountain planner is a template to plan stories on, with room 
for details on setting and characters. The following are the different 
sections in the story.

1) The beginning:
     Introduce the main characters and describe the setting.
     What would your first sentence be?

2) The build up:
     What events took place? Mention some of the clues and evidence 
     you found?
     How was the excitement built up?

3) The climax (the most exciting or important moment in a 
     story):
     What went wrong? Was there a mystery?
     Were there any disagreements?

4) The resolution (the action of solving a problem):
     How were things sorted out?
     Think about every step.

5) The ending:
     Did the story end with everyone happy? 
     Was it a tragic ending?
     How did the characters develop towards the end?
     Was there a moral lesson?

The Winter’s Tale
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Use the following diagram to help you build the story

Activity:  Re-tell the play in a different way as:
                • a newspaper report
                • a character keeping a diary
                • a letters from one of the characters

MORE TALES
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Personalisation 

Choose one main character from the play and answer the questions 
below:

Character's name: ………………………………………………
     A- Describe the character’s appearance and personality.
     B- What was the importance of this character to the story?
     C- Fill out the form below comparing yourself to this character:

     D- Did you like this character? Why or why not?

Activity:  Write a paragraph describing your personal point of view 
about one of the characters. Show to what extent this character 
resembles/ does not resemble you.

   Alike Not Alike

1-

2-

3-

4-

5-

6-

7-

8-

9-

10-

The Winter’s Tale
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Character Analysis

Name: 
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Age:
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Job/role in the play:
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Lives in:
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Positive Characteristics:
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Negative Characteristics:
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Worst moments:
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Best moments:
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..
Anything else :
.……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…..

Based on the template presented above, draw a character sketch to 
one of the major/minor characters in the play.
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